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INE the Iniyrovement vf your N Life, 
AJ and the Ręfonmurivn of her, hat bem your 
Care as a Magiſtrate, as well as in the pious E- 
ducation of à wanerovs Fitmily ; one of the beſt 
and moſt regular I ever knew : The following Diſ- 
$ courſe, preached roba worthy Society, who are pur- 
$ /uing the "av great and good Deſigns, will, I 


hope, not | 


e wnacceprable ro you. | 
. The ſudden ml u¹,,— lamented Tranſlation of 
our dear Friend, Mr. Henry, whoſe * Au 
Dun verſmion and Spiritual Miniſtry, we have 
rejoiced in together, has brought you often into my 
CORY , Thoughts : 


Wo B 
* 


— 


= DEDICATION. 
Thoughts : He has not long ſurvived your faithful 
| Paſtor; Reverend, Humble Mr. Angier, Two | 
ſuch Loſſes, I am ſure, will greatly affli a Gen- 
tteman; ro mhom they were both very-juſtly dear, 
They who - know the Obligations. 1 have. ta your 
Self, your Excellent Conſort, and all your Family, 
will ſee the Intention of this Addre ſi, is, to acknuw- 
ledge a Debt ef Gratitude; for muny Inſtances of 
Condeſcending Friendſhip, 3 
As you have been 1570 in Religion, not wea- 
Hy of well-deing, +0 a gded bd Age; may you le. 
continued longer a Bleſſing to your N eighbours and 
Friends, and a Pattern of Humility, Moderation, 
and Benificence, to the numerous and ancient Gen- 
try, wherewith your Country abounds. | 
nn Fried your, Comfere, in the Wai 
Heaven, give me Leave to recommend to your ſe- 
rious Peruſal, the laſt Book our deceaſed Frient * 
publiſh'd, I mean that of, The Pleaſure of Re- 
ligion; 4 Proviſion which you have taſted, and 
can witneſs to the Truth of, and good Mr. Henry 
#3 gone perfectly to enjoy. 1 £0 | 
May our God count you worthy of this Calling, 
and fulfil all the good Pleaſure of his Goodneſs, and 
the Work of Faith with Power. ff 


Jam, with great Sincerity and Eſteem, 
* 3 £ \ A "1 : X 3 ie 


I e det (ret, e. 

1 in 1 $41 $5,524 © 

1 ©... Tour much obliged, and 
>) ARSE very humble Servant, 


J. CoxiNxOnAM. 
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II Theſſ. iii. 13. 


doing. 


H E state of theſe People will 
beſt appear from a View of the 
Particulars in St. Paul's Epiſtles to 
them : Where we may _ 
tice, among other things, 0 
n the firſt place. , 

| 1. They were Chriſtians of great Emi- 

|  Bence in Grace; they had large Vouchſate- 

t, ments, and were of an excellent Spirit; {6 

That the Apoſtle remembred with Joy, as a 


j But ye, Brethren, be not weary in well- 


e ITAL IT their your 
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1 


of Faith, and Labour of Love, and Patience 


1. the Service of Chriſtianity ; ſo their Love to 


—ä:ꝑũ ñ — — — 
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- where Oppoſitions were great, and Work im- 


the Patience of Hope in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 


Cap. 2. 14. Gentiles dealt with thoſe converted Theſſals- ? 


Heads; and tho' God may ſpare them a while, 


Reformation Sermon. 


of Hope in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. As they 
were aſſociated together in the Belief, and for 


God made them active and laborious. s 

As every Grace has its diſtindt Uſe in the 
Life of Chriſtians, and is to be maintain'd * 
ſo in ſome Caſes, one is more directly needfu|'? 
and helpful than another. In their Condition, 
that of Patience was fingularly good; for- 


portant, and Conſcience tender, they found 


to be a great and good Piece of Spiritual Fur- . 
niture. 4 

2. Their Zeal for God, and Fidelity to the 
Intereſt of Chriſt, expos'd them to the Ma. 
lice and Hatred of their Neighbours and Cour- | 
try-Men. Wicked Men have always been - 
nemies to the moſt holy and faithful Servants 2 
of God; as the outrageous Fews perſecuted the 
Churches in Judea, ſo the blind and ſpitefu! 


. 


HANS, 5 : 
They who follow the Faith and Practice of 
ancient Primitive Chriſtians, muſt expect like Ft 
Perſecutions as they had: Sinners and their 
Maſter Satan, a&. like themſelves in all Pla- 
ces, and againſt every Part of the Divine l- 
mage. | Cod. 
They who perſecute the Servants of Chriſt, 
and obſtrutt the doing Good to Souls, are draw-, 
ing the Vengeance of Heaven upon their own 


t „ ww wi 


yo 


1 Reformation Sermon. 
Wet when the Meaſure of their Iniquity is fil- 
they Wed up, Wrath ſhall come upon them to the utter- 


Fnoſt. 
Z. The Faith of the Theſſalonians was tried 
Further, by the Sufferings of other good Men. 
WL hey grieved at the Tribulations which befel 


1d he Apoftles, and were afflicted for them. 
dful Vrhe repeated Sorrows of holy and uſeful Per- 
ion, Iſons, had like to have quite diſcouraged them. 
for, When they heard and ſaw that furious and 
im- Putragious Adverſaries were permitted, and 
und had Power to grieve and perſecute the very 


Feſt ; that Religion expos'd its trueſt Friends 
and Votaries to Violence and Oppreſſion. This 
is the Sum of 1 Theſſ. 3. 3,4- In the Time of 


the WPerſecution Integrity and Faithfulneſs are 
Ma. proved, and then & Societies need all the 
u!- Comfort, Help and Encouragement, which 
E the Word of God allows them: For tho? we 


Whould live daily in Expettation of Tryals, 
Wand not be ſurprrzed when they befal us; nay, 
I tho' repeated once and again; yet Grace is 
alo- very low in ſome, and but imperfett in all: 
We have Corruption enough to fall in with a 
of Temptation, and would become an eaſy Prey 
ike to the Adverſary, if not relieved, 
leit 4. While many lived as Children of Dark- 
la- neſs, theſe good Chriſtians acted like them- 
I. ſelves, according to their Profeſſion and Hopes. 
As they were of the Light and the Day, ſo 
iſt, they fell not into the Vices of a careleſs Mul- 
.- titude ; but lived expecting their End and 


n Judge, left, as a Thief in the Night, the one or ci 
le, the other might ſurprize them. For ſuch 2, 5. 


B 2 weigh- 


"4 1 Reformation Sermon. 
[| © 5. weighty Reaſons they lived in Sobriety and 
Watchfulneſs, like Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 
[| with that Spiritual Armour of Faith, Love 
i. and Hope; and continued to aſſemble toge- 
= ther, and comfort one another in their good 
| —14, 15, Work, Of this they had a great deal, ro warn 
m them that are unruly, to comfort the feeble mind- 
ed, to ſupport the weak, and be patient towards 
all Men; not rendering Evil for Evil to any Man, 
but ever following that which is good, among 
themſelves, and to all Men. 

5. Having ſo many Hardſhips to endure, 
| and ſo much Labour and good Service to per- | 
form, it was fit to encourage and to quicken | 
them, as the Apoſtle does in the Text, But 
ye, Brethren, be not weary in well- doing. 

Be not faint-hearted, or of a cowardly | 
Mind, to grow remiſs in your Work, or abate 
in your Zeal for God, — Love to Souls; but 
always be doing well, and worthy of your 
ſelves. Abide by the Orders and Intereſts of 
your Lord, and the good Purpoſes of your 
| own Heart; and fear nothing which might 
| diſmay a mean and daſtardly Spirit. What 
2 Theſſ. tho? Antichriſt is approaching, and the Mer 
of Iniquity does already work ? are you not i- 
| ured, that the Lord will conſume that wicked 


—— 


ove, (whether one Perſon or a Party of Men) 
with the Spirit of his Mouth, and deſtroy them 
N with the Brightneſs of his Coming ? 

| And tho? ſome walk diſorderly, and others 
| act with Violence and Malice; yet be not wea- 
ry, give not up; you are doing well, and 
| - what is truly honourable in the Sight of os 

j 9 


and of good Men. 


ad 
ſt, 
ve 
e- 


deo mation Sermon, 


So that mut ato nomine, you'll eaſily perceive 
how ſuitable theſe Words are to the preſent 
Occaſion. 


I ſhall take upon me no other Work than 


I what the Text does plainly direct to, as fit 


Matter for ſerious Meditation. 


I. Tis here ſuppoſed that Perſons of a 
moſt excellent Spirit, and about the beſt 
Work, may find Diſcouragements in 
their Way, and meet with ſuch Difficul- 
ties and Hardſhips, as may be a Temp- 
tation to grow faint and weary in well- 
doing. It will be fit to conſider, next, 


II. What Reaſons you have to go forward, 
and hold on, not to be weary of well- 
doing: Though Troubles and Vexations 
continue in your Way; or encreaſe and 
ſeem to grow ſtill more violent and for- 
midable; yet there want not ſuch Con- 
ſiderations, as may help to bear up your 
Hearts, and maintain your Courage and 
Reſolution for God, 


III. And ſhew what Way muſt Chriſtians, 
in your Caſe eſpecially, manage their 
Affairs, and continue in this well-doing, 
ſo as to be accepted with God, the ſu- 
preme Judge, and not loſe their Time, 
their Pains, Charges and Reward. How- 
ever you may be treated in the World, 
or whatever Degrees of Succeſs you have 

| * 


this Nation: How many are for promoting 


eA Reformation Sermon. 
or want, to ſecure the Approbation and Þs 
Acceptance of an All-ſeeing God. pf] 


Then conclude, 


I. In ſpeaking to the firſt of theſe, Tneed 
ſay but little: Every good Man knows his 
own Burden, Tryals and Temptations, beſt. 
A good Cauſe never wanted Enemies and Op- 
poſition, ſince Lucifer became a Rebel againſt 
the Majeſty of Heaven. A Confederacy there ff 
has been, in every Age, to ſuppreſs or oppoſe I 
—_ Intereſts and the Image of the Bleſſed | 

*Tis a Proſpect full of melancholy Circum- 
ſtances, to reflect on the State of Religion in 


that which is deſtruftive of all real Goodneſs, l. 
that Monſter of Cruelty and Falſhood, o- Y 
pery? What reſtleſs Diligence have the Fa- 0 
ctors of Rome made uſe of, ever ſince the Re- 
formation, to diſtract and divide us among our 
ſelves? to blow the Coals of Strife and Con- 
tention, and promote a Spirit of Rage and Per- 
ſecution againſt us, to pave the Way for their 
own Empire. Not to inſiſt upon what they and 
ſome others have in view, of a Sham-Heir, ſup- 
ported by the old and avowed Enemy of our 
Country and Religion: It is to be lamented that 
ſo few ſee the Danger, or if they do, that they 
will not own it. What is become of our ancient 
Zeal for the Cauſe of God? While Popery is 
as vile and cruel a thing as ever it was; and 
its Promoters as powerful, vigilant and crafty | 
| 8 Fel 
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Pod 


Nef mation SELMOR. 


ind Is at any time; why ſhould we be ſecure and 

off our Guard ? It grieves the Heart of a 

good Man to hear a falſe Cry of Danger where 

here is none, and a profound Silence where 

Ithe utmoſt Hazard is to be feared *. 
ed As to the real Power of Religion, a Spirit 
his Jof Seriouſneſs, how is that decayed? Many 
ft, don't ſo much as pretend to any ſuch thing, 
p- but decry all Religion; and others, if they 
1{+ have the Form, the meer out- ſide, look no 
re further. If God ſhould take away that Reli- 
fe gion which ſo many deſpiſe and make light of, 
ed Jit is what would be juſt to ſome, tho? to be 
| fear'd by all, 
n- Many ſuch things are diſcouraging enough, 
in which a thoughtful Perſon will be ſenſible of; 
1g but as to your preſent Work, I more particu- 
5, | larly pity you, and therefore humbly adviſe 
vou not to be weary of acting as you have 
done, by any or all of theſe three Things, 
VIZ. 

1, The great Oppoſition you meet with in 
your honourable Work. Corrupt Nature, as 
well as the fallen Spirits, will be againſt you; 
the Spite and Rage of Hell and Evil Doers, 
will be pointed at you, and perhaps in a Way 
violent and outragious. To ſeek the Amend- 
ment, and fo to hinder the Miſery of ſuch, 
is generous Goodneſs, and what God will re- 
ward. But the Spirit is naturally apt to flag, 


— 


Ses Dr. Boulter's Sermon before the Bp of Wincheſter, 
aui bis Clergy, at Kingſton, May 26. 1714. P. 21, — 
7 | an 


* 


. * 
DS. e ES I * 


" 1 Reformation Sermon. 
and be caſt down, when great things are to be 
attempted againſt ſtrong Oppoſitions, It 
needs heroick Virtue, not only malum pati, 
but arduum perficere, The Iſraelites were ter- 
rited with fancied Dangers, when entering on 


the holy Land, as if it were ful} of Giants; 


but it was a falſe Alarm, and only a Pre- 


tence againſt doing what they had no Mind 


to do, 
2. The Want of Zeal and Reſolution in o- 


thers; this will be a Temptation in your 


Way, That you have not that Encouragement 


and Aſſiſtance which might be reaſonably ex- 
pected in fo good a Deſign, and which for- 
merly made your Activity for God more ſer. 
viceable to Mankind, If they fail of their 
Duty, who are obliged to help you, and 


have Power todo it, there is a Judge in Hea- 
yen to call them to Account, Be you faith- 
ful in doing what you can, the Law is on your 
ſide, God is your Friend, and other Mens 


Treachery or Cowardice ſhall not be laid to 
your Charge. What brave Examples have 
we in Scripture, of Men acting for God in the 


very Face of Oppoſition, without Human 


Force? nay, even when deſerted by others, 
and ill ſerved by ſome ? « Woſes, Joſhua, Da- 


vid, Elijah, in the old, the Lord Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles in the New Teſtament, 
3. Take heed of laying a- ſide your Work at 


reſent, in hopes of a better Seaſon, or more 
ncouragement hereafter. This may cheat 


- 


the unwary and faint-hearted ; but ought to 
have no Weight with you. For we are * 
| of | 
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1 Reformation Serm on. 9 
I. of nothing in Futurity, either what may or 
1 may not de; whether you'll find more or leſs 

Affiſtance; whether you may live to ſuch a 
on! Time, or Sinners may not die under the Guilt 
ts: of many Sins which you might have prevent- 
re. 00? Heb. 3. 13. Exhort one 2 
ind while it is called, To day; leſt any of you be 

¶ hardned through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. 
o. | _ Delaysare dangerous in all things of this 
Nature; he that has begun to do well muſt 

not fall back, and give over. If 4 righteous Exek. 18. 
Han turn away from his 'Righteouſneſs, all the * 
Fight eouſueſi that he hath done ſhall not be men- 
tioned. Do Good while you can, and if ever 

a more favourable Seaſon offer, you'll be rea- 
dy to improve it; if it never ſhould, you'll 
have the Approbation of him who has our 
h. Times in his Hand, and will graciouſly accept 
even ofa little, where much was impoſſible. 


Il. Let us conſider why you ſhould not be 
2 weary of well-doing, cc. That your Buſineſs 
zs of ſuch a Nature, I need not prove; if it 
were not, ſo many virtuous and worthy Per- 
ſons would not have engaged in it. To ſtand 
up for the common Cauſe of Virtue and Reli- 
gion, to do what becomes wiſe and upright 

Nen, to reſtrain open Wickedneſs and Immo- 
at I rality, and to ſerve at once the Intereſts of 
re Sod and Men, muſt ſurely be well-doing. 
at There is no Controverſy about this, among 
to truly good Men; the Libertine and Profligate 
re I reproach all Attempts to abridge them of their 

Luſts, and will ch 2 out againſt your 

| oy 
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Piety and Zeal for the Glory of God; but 
theſe things, I hope, will never move you, or 
abate your Vigour; for pray be pleaſed to re- 
member that, NI. AEN GI 84 
(1.) What you oppoſe is the worſt of all | 
things, Sin; the Diſturber and Diſgrace of 
the Creatures; the Enemy of God and Souls, 
and what is againſt all good Reaſon. *Tis 
without Controverſy well-doing to deſtroy the 
reateſt Evil, which is in the World, and to 
finder, as much as we lawfully may, the 
ſpreading of ſuch a Peſtilence. 
And as it deſerves, ſo it will need and re- 


| . all your Care and Activity, to make a 


There may be Controverſies about other 
things, but not in this Caſe, whether Sin is an 
evil and hurtful thing; and for thoſe Crimes 
which you ſeek to prevent or puniſh, they 
are the Reproach of any Place where they are f 
conniv'd at, and deſtructive of the Peace and 
good Order of _ Prophane Swearing, * 
Curſing, Drunkenneſs, Prophanation of the 
Lord's Day, Lewdneſs, Robbery, &c. Theſe 
are againſt the Laws of God, and of the Na- 0 
tion: I mention this laſt, as well to commend (. 
the Piety and Wiſdem of the Legiſlature that . 
enacted ſuch good Statutes, ſuch as thoſe in - 
the glorious Reign of King William and Queen . 
Mary, &c. as to quicken you in your Work, 
to put them in Execution *. (2) Tis J*: 


[WI * 1 * 


6 
{ 
! 
ucceſsful Stand againſt this Enemy. It 
t 
: 
1 


* A very learned Dignitary of the Church reportr, that | of 
(before the Book of Sports had been ſet forth by & Jam. I.) 
| | wt | 


+ Not — the Injuntions of Ed w. VI. and Q. 
2 ſpecially 

2 religiouſly] 
Obſerving of the Sabbath Day, having paſſed both Houſes 
(after great Diſputation) was denied the Royal Aſſent ; 


1 Reformation Sermon. 

(2.) Tis a Work of Mercy in you, a real 
Kindneſs to the Offenders, that they be ſtrait- 
ned and reftrain'd from increaſing their Guilt 
and Miſery. Thoſe Puniſhments which the 
Law has provided are not Severities; they are 
juſt and reaſonable, defign'd to do Men good, 
and not to deſtroy them, Licentiouſneſs 
brings Man into the vileſt Bondage, and moſt 
bitter Remorſe : Now, to keep them from 


undoing themſelves, and encreaſing their own 
Torments, is ſurely a Friendly Office, what- 
J ever they may clamour and rave againſt you to 
the contrary. While they are Slaves to ſo 

many Tyrants as they ſerve Luſts, and Hell is 
2 gaping to ſwallow them up, to interpoſe in 
that Caſe with Reproof, or proper Reſtraints, 
and help them to Think a little, what can be 


more kind and beneficent ? 
Keeping the National Laws of the Jews was 


for their Good, Deut. 10. 12, 13. It coufin'd 


— — 
_ _ 


» 


| Eliz. had 


| | * 
_ * ” 


— 


enforced this Duty [of Keeping the Lord's Day 


But a Bill for the better and more reverend 


probably, ſaith my worthy Author, upon the Diſlike the 


Queen had of the Parliament's intermedling in Matters 1 
Religion. Dr. Gibſon's Codex Juris Egcl. Angl. Tit. 
. 267. 


And preſently, in the ſame Place, it follows, that when 


a Bill for the better Obſervation of the Lord's Day, was 
¶Prepared for the Royal Aſſent, (16 Car. 2.) and ready to 
Je paſſed, it was ſtolen, and could not be recovered, upon 
3s tris Examination made by the Houſe of Lords. 


C 2 


* 
* 
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1 Reformation Sermon. 
their Paſſions and Appetites, and kept them 
to a Rule which greatly honoured and relie- 
ved them. What was ſaid of Solon's Laws I 
venture o affirm of thoſe which you are main- 
taining, That it's more for the Benefit and In- 


tereſt of all People to keep, than to break them. 


The worſt of Men will find the Sczipture 
laith true, Prov. 27, 5, 6. Open Rebake is bet- 
ter than ſecret Love. Faithful art the Wounds of 


4 Friend, but the Kifſes of au Enemy are de- 


ceitful. 


(3.) Nay further, You are Benefactors to 
Mankind in what you do. If they who for- 
med Societies, and fixt Government in Tribes 
or Nations, were juſtly honoured as Benefa- 


ftors to thoſe People, in regard that they ſet- 


tled Property, reſtrain'd the Violence and 
Outrage of the Unjuſt and Injurious : What a 


Blefling are they to human Creatures, who by 


a diſintereſted Concern for the Welfare of the 
World, and the Tranquillity of their Coun- 
try, ſpend their Strength, Subſtance, and 
Cares, to make good Laws uſeful ? The 
Light of Nature gives Evidence on this fide, | 

and for this Truth; that Property be not in- 
vaded, that Peace and good Order be preſer- 
ved in Societies, that no Man be allowed to in- 


ſult his Maker ; are not theſe agreed to be 


reaſonable and juſt, and for the Good of Men? 


And to ſpeak yet more fully, To chaſe away] 


groſs Immoralities, and put Lewdneſs out of 


Countenance, to ſuppreſs and empty the Ca- 
ges of unclean Birds, and the Trade of De- 


bauching Children and Servants ; make Sin- 


ners, 
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ners afraid of the Laws, and aſham'd to avow 
their Crimes, and ſeek Darkneſs for a Cove- 
ring ; ſurely theſe areof common Advantage : 
And what is ſo, every wiſe and worthy Per- 
ſon will value and promote. 

(4.) You have the Hearts and Prayers of 
all Good Men with you, whether at home or 
broad, in City or Country, What aban- 
don'd Criminals do in their miſchievous Ren- 


- 3 dezvous, is a Diſgrace to themſelves, and a 
2 Diſhonour to their Maker; ſince all ſuch Con- 


7 federacies are ſo many Plots againſt the Ma- 
jeſty and Government of the Bleſſed God. 
But, for a Number of wiſe and religious Per- 
2 ſons, in Pity to the World, and in a tender 
$ Concern for the Honour of Jeſus Chriſt, to u- 
7 nite in the moſt generous Methods, to bear 
| down the ſwelling Tides of Impiety and Pro- 
phaneneſs, this is pleaſing to God and all good 
Men; *tis what engages the Affections, the 
$ Vows and Addreſſes of all that love God and 
* his Image, | 
Let not your Arms grow weak and fail, 
2 while born up and ſupported by the Interceſ- 
ſions of ſo many, to God for you. As he loves 
and honours Prayer, ſo ſhould his People. 
Prayers engage Providence, and that's the beſt 
Friend, All religious Perſons of every Name, 
pray for the Advancement of God's Kingdom, 


and ſo for your Proſperity in this kind, and 


8 pious Undertaking, 
The Learned Biſhop Stillingfleet, in his Ec- 


¶ cleſiaſtical Caſes, having conſider'd the many 


Saxon 


3 good Laws made in the Time of our Sue 
Rings, 


14 


. ſpeed! The Lord be with you, and make your 


a Duty before. When theſe excellent Socie- 
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Kings, againſt Prophanation of the Lord's 
Day, takes Notice that the religious Obſer- 
vance of that holy Day, is not a Novelty, 
ſtarted by a Sett or Party, but has been the | 
Senſe of the beſt Part of the Chriſtian World, 
and is particularly inforced upon the Church of 
England, not only by the Homilies, but the 
moſt ancient Eccleſiaſtical Laws, ——Vol, 1. 
. 197. 1 
: The like may be ſaid of all the Branches of 
your Undertakings. Holy Perſons, who love 
God, are bound to hate Evil, P/al. 97, 10. 
As a juſt Conſequence, they love and pray for 
Succeſs to what is the Image of God, and pro- 
motes the Salvation of Men. What the De- 
vout Perſons in the Fewiſh Church ſaid, Pſal. 
118. 26. is true in this Caſe: O Lord, now I. 
beſeech thee, ſend Proſperity. Bleſſed be he that | 
cometh in the Name of the Lord : We have bleſ- 
ſed you out of the Houſe of the Lord. In their 
publick, private, and ſecret Addreſſes to 
God, whether of this or that Communion, * 
they heartily bid you and your Work God- 


Bow to abide in Strength, and the Arms of your © 
Hands be made ſtrong, by the Hands of the migh- 
ty God of Jacob. | 
(F.) You have met with Succeſs, therefore 
not weary ; work, and wait for more. To 
labour in vain tries the greateſt Patience and 
Reſolution ; but when God owns and gives a 
Bleffing, *tis a further Obligation to what was 
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ties firſt began, the Nation was in a miſerable # 
1 Caſe, 
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J's Caſe, as to its Morals; Human Nature was 
more corrupted by the Torrent of Impiety 
that reign'd for many Years, encouraged by 
very great Examples: Criminal Exceſſes of 
all kinds ſeemed to be in a Conſpiracy to de- 
feat all the Deſigns of Chriſtianity, and to 
fight againſt the Safety of a miſerable Nation, 
Riot and Uncleanneſs were not only prattis'd 

but gloried in; and Sobriety, Temperance, 
and Religion, were put out of Countenance, 
as if the groſſeſt Abominations had been the 
* 7 beſt Character of loyal and well bred Men! 
And what was the ſecret Deſign of thoſe who 
$ encouraged ſuch Outrages againſt the Ruler 
of Heaven, but to make way for the Introdu- 
* F ion of that which is the worſt of all Religi- 
ons, Popery? Thus were the Fences and Se- 
curities of Human Society broken down, till 
Sad raiſed up ſuch worthy Perſons to bear Te- 
ſtimony againſt the growing Evil, and to 
2 ſtand with Firmneſs and Fidelity againſt it. 

Io look back upon what you have been ſo 
happy to do this Way, may juſtly animate 
vou in holding on ſtill, and truſt the kind Pro- 
| Fvidence which has thus far honoured and 

bleſt you. y 

Samuel was engaged in Service very like to 


ore yours, and when God had bleſt him with a 
an F Succeſs very conſiderable, that the Enemies 
an of Jehovah and his People retired, gave way, 
— and hid themſelves ; then it follows, 1 Sam. 


7. 12: He took a Stone and ſet it between Miz- 
CIC- peh and Shen, and called the Name of it Eben- 
ble eer, ſaying, Hitherto hath the Lord 3 dos 
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They got a Victory in that very Place where 
ſometime before they had been overcome, 
and the Ark of God was taken, Ch. 4. 1, 2, 11. 

Thus have you proſpered in the ſame Place, 
and againſt Perſons and Vices of like Temper, 
who had brought Religion very low, and by 


Means of which the Ark of God was in Cap- | 


tivity. 4 | 


Forget not how many Societies have been | 
formed after you, dire&ed by your Manage- | 
ment, . and encouraged by your Zeal, Never | 


let the Records, the Preſentations and Con- 
victions of looſe Perſons, and that according 


to Law, without Party-Rage, or baſe De- 


ſigns, be forgotten. 
- Theſe will be ſtanding Monuments to fu- 


ture Generations, of the Steadineſs, the Zeal 
and Fidelity, of ſome virtuous, wiſe, and 


charitable Men; as well as of the Wicked- 
| neſs and Degeneracy of others, | 
(6.) There is the ſame Reaſon to hold on 


as there was to begin this glorious'Enterprize. | 
The Duty is yet the ſame, to be doing well, 
eſpecially in ſuch an extenſive and profitable 


Way. The Neceflity is as great as ever, and 


perhaps in ſome Reſpects more, as may be ye- | 
ry well apprehended. The Preſervation of 


Sobriety and good Manners is not leſs valua- 
ble now than 20 or 30 Years ago. The Souls 
of your Fellow Creatures deſerve the ſame 
Regard from you as they did in Times paſt ; 
and are not leſs to be pitied hecauſe more guil- 


ty, and in larger Arrears to the Juſtice of 
God. And Lam ſure you'll agree, that if ever | 


the 
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Nee fear. _ 
the Glory af yeur Maker a dear 40. y it 
ought to beo tothe la. WhasRqafo can 
there be to dgfert him, whorispphelding your 
Souls; in Life, and yiſiting] ven xvetyr 
with the Fruits of his Bawnty, and the B 
fings af his Gogdne(s?. 744+ G. 3. O Peo- 
| Nie; what have done amo He? aud mer ein 
baue { vpearied thee t Teſtify gainſt me. Is 
| _—_— Reaſun for you to deſert your God, 
$ his Cauſe and Work? What [piquury haus you 

3 found in bim, ar his Ways, that you fpould go far 
from hin f fer. 2. 5- The Chazatter of De- 
+ cies cant be Honourable in the Opinion of 
Chriſtians, :, He hath forſaken 45; having lowed 
thicpreſent World, 2 Tim. 4 10 „it Las 
% You are purſuing the ſame great De- 

ſign upon which: the Sou of God came into 
the World: His Etrand was toſſave his People 
frum their Sins, Mat. 1, 21. And can Martals 
be engaged in a more noble Cauſe; : You 
are following, your great Lord. and Maſter, 
. L who has Power and Int Iination to: aid 
„ 4-reward you.. (4611 
This Argument, were there no werk he- 
4 fides, is engugh to bear up your Spirits; and 
- g animate /your Zeal ; and tho" ybu ſhart ith 
the Rleſſed ſeſus in Difficulties, Reptokiches, 
and; Hardſlips ; yet remember, that they 
ho ſufer with him, and for his Cauſe, are 
una to req uni he gloriſied with him, A Tim. 
. 11 11. ; Conformity in the Will be reward 
ed with Conformity to Chrift in the vræt 
f Life. | 
r 4% | D Now 
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Now, what is the — Intendmient of youf , 
Societies, but to deſtroy Satan's Kingdom, to * 
ad vanee the Beaut | 


this what the 


(.) God, the ſupreme Ruler of the World, 
his Perfections are engaged in the righteous 


and moſt valuable Frien 


the Hand of God, his Bleſſing and Preſence, f. 
will help you through ; the infinite Storen in 
of Grace, and all the glorious Acts of Provi- 


. 0 Iſa. 26. 3. Thou wilt keep him in per fret - 
Peace, whoſe Mind is ſtayed en hee; becauſe ht 
rtruſteth in thee, © | 


Beauty of Religion, and pull 
down the ftrong Holds of Sin? And is not 
Spirit tells us our bleſſed Savi- 
our came into the World for? 1 Joh. 3. 8. 
For this purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, 
that he might deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 


ti 


is on your ſide: His Cauſe is with 


2 

al 

T 

of 

V 
Wu 

Glory is advanced by you, and therefore all - 


Cauſe you maintain. Now, - as God is the 
moſt dreadful Adverſary, ſo he is the beſt” 
* an Ally, that will (+ 
not fail thoſe who embark in his Intereſts, and 8 
are truly concern'd for his Glory. His Ac- M 
ceptance is Honour and Reward ſufficient for : 
any thing his Creatures are able to do. Is it 48 
not the great Deſign of all his Methods and 3 
Ways of Governing Mankind, to bring Apo-; 
ftate Creatures to himſelf, and their trueſ!] If 
Happineſs? To cure the ſinful, the diſea | — 
fed Souls of their deſtructive Malady ? 
Whatever Hardſhips may lie m the Way, 


Hence, will be your Supply. 


Deut. 28. 8, 12. The Lord ſhall command a 
Bleſſing upon thee in thy Store-houſes, and in all 
that thou ſetteſt thine Hand unto, thine Expect a- 
tion ſhall not be cut off. | SY 

Religion is that Cauſe which its Author and 
Object will not deſert ; his Truth and Glory 
are concern'd to maintain and promote it, 
This appears not only from the revealed Will 
of God; but the very Light of Naturg led 
his} Men to rely upon it: As in the famous Caſe 
all of Numa King of Rome, who heard of his E- 
ous | nemy's Approach, at the ſame time that he 
was offering Sacrifice, and by that ſerving 
af his God, according to his Way and Light, 
vill without being amazed, or giving over, made 
and this wiſe Reply; EY 5 Ove, 4.4. I'm in the 
Ac- Service of my God, and will nat be diſmayed, 
for May not all the Members of your Societies 
it comfort themſelves on far better Principles, 
and and think, I am in that Work which God has 
made my Duty, and his own Care ; which he 
\ef/15 more, infinitely more concern'd in than I ? 
da- If God be for me, and in this Cauſe, whom 

need I fear ? why ſhould I fear? 
ay | That Men an Ange might ſet forth the 
ce. Praiſe, the Glory and Honour of their Ma- 
res ker, is the very Deſign of all God's Works, 
vi. in Creation, Providence, and Redemption. 
6 | II. We are next to conſider, how Perſons 
, in your Capacity muſt demean themſelves in 
well-doing, that they may be accepted of God, 
whatever the Succeſs in this calamitous World 
| D 2 may 
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may be. Tis dur D te uf ap 
Means} and for the $:and > 2006 a 


may enſue; theſe we may — with our Gad. 
This will be a fit Enquiry, and what. every 
ſerious and thoughtful Perſon muſt regard, 
That our Peate be made with God; that 
we ſtand on good Terms with our Governour | 
and Adee, in order to have Comfort in any | 
thing; 18. highby rea ſonable. To be zealous 
againit the Prophanatior.s of others, and we 
our felves lying under the Bands of Iniquity, 
tho it may do God to the Worlds it willmot| 
de of Adbantage to us. 


Tis a moſt defirable| 
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Thiug to have the Approbatiorof God, in a- 


ny ching we do; eſpecialhya in ſo great and 
trottbleſom ! Affairs, gas you" have upon your! 
Hand. If e. reſemble God in his Moral 
Perfect io. by getting the Motions of eur 
Heart, -atid tt Adbions of our Eafez confor- 
med to the Vm Rule; then mfayiwe look 
up with Comfort, and venture to act or ſuſ⸗ 
Qt. as he ſhall point out the WM. 

In the pure t Grate of the- Chriſtian Churth,| 
Men took this May, firſt, to give up them 
felves to the Lord, and then enga 
ters in che Fellowſhip of: the Goſpel, 2 Cor. 
8. 5. When they wa 4 made a Surrender of 
tiemfelves to God their Owner, and the Lord 
felus their Prophet, Prieſt and King; they 


cheartully undertook, with Perſons. and E- 


ſtates, to ſerve the common Caule. 
Indeed, a. good- natur d, generous Mind, 
* 4 may be ales in the Service of others, 


where 


age with o- 


— — 
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and breathing his Air: Vea, condidering that 


Nalin Y . 
* ſmall, or no Share m the 
Benefit: But a tg. Religion, and our Accep- | 
tance! wirt God, the Notion of Platonick Love 


Lunderſtand not. Every wiſe Chriſtian ſnould 
labour. to Aſians al all his. Duties, that he 


che Rule in the beſt Times, and with the 
| greateſt Reformers. 2 Cor. 5. 9. Wherefore 
we labour, that mhether preſent or abſent, we 
| may be accepted of him. 

| + Without this, what Comfort or Satisfaction 


e eanwe reap? To be in Jecpardy every Hour, 


and: have no good Hope in Chriſt, of Accep- 

| tarice'in the Ed ? More particularly, 

d 1. The Glory of God muſt, be your choſen 
ip! 0d deſigned End. This muſt guide and in- 


if fluence. all your Steps, and have its proper 


Influence over all your joint and ſeparate Un- 
dertakings. Where there is a due Regard to 
the Honour of God, I cannot ſee how a Man 
can fit ftill and be eaſy, while the Majeſty of 
Heaven is blaſphemed, affronted, and pro- 
voked, by Numbers every Day. Can we be 
| otherwiſe than grieved re his Diſhonour, 
and to hate the Wickedneſs of thoſe who are 
Enemies to the univerſal Benefactor, our beft 
Friend? Pſa; 139, 21. Our Obligations to 
the ſupreme Being are very great and many, 
as we are his, Creatures, part of his Work- 
manſhip; as we are Subje Is of his Kingdom, 
| preſerved and ruled by him ; as we are his 
Care, living on his Bounty, fed} by his Stores, 


he 


— — — 


may he accepted of God, And this, I think, 
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he makes us, like Friends, nd to his 
Houſe, to his Table, and! to the Throne of 
Grace : Above all, ſince the Son of his Love 
is become the Author of our Salvation; and 


ſo great a Proviſion is made for us in 
which neither Eye hath ſeen nor Far —— 
or can enter into the moſt large and compr 
henſive Thoughts of Men to conceive. 16 
not the Honour of this great, this glorious 

Being, ſway and engage us | 

An active Life in the Service of God; inthe 
beſt Way to praiſe and honour 8 | 
then ſhould we ſtand idle, or Neuters, % af || 
we were not ſufficiently hired ? It will be 
the Work and Reward bf glorified Saints in q 
Heaven, to cry, Hallelujab, Salvation, and 
Glory, and Honour, and Power, unto the Lord 
our God; for true and righteous are his Judg- 
ments, Rev. 19. 1, 2. Pray mark the Rea- 
ſon; "tis becauſe of that Suecefs which the 
Judgments of Gol had over the Mother of | 
Harlots, the Nefts of Impurity, and ___ 
Doers. 

Let your Activity for God now prepare y ou 
for a Share in that bleſſed World, and of chat B 
Seraphick Employment. If we ſhould fail in 
this Matter, God can raiſe other Inſtruments 
to do his Will, and enjoy that Reward, . 

The Glory of God is the End of all his 
Grace and Gifts; and no Creature in this 
World of Probation, who does not endea- 
vour to glorify God, and that as O pportunity | 


offers, can expett the — the Re- | 
ward, 


n.. . 
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ward, in that bleſſed World. Redeemed 
Creatures are to follow their Lord, and in 
ſome good meaſure to plead, through the 
Help of Grace, John 17. I have glorified thee 
Earth, T have finiſh'd the Work which 
thou gaveſt me to do, And nom, O Father, 
#lor with thou me with thine own ſelf, &c, 
« | Our Time to do any thing for God is fo 
very ſhort and uncertain ; and thoſe wha 
| have done much that way, and were fit to 
| have done more, are taken away, diſmiſs'd 
from Labour, and called home to the Re- 
ward: That in a very ſolemn manner warns 
us to be diligent, to fight the good Fight, to do 
the Work we came into the World for, and fo 
have our Accounts ready. 
2, Compaſſion and Tenderneſs to the guil- 
ty : Pity the Sinner, his Soul and Danger : 
This muſt be the Motive, and ſhould ac- 
company all you do, either in Reproof or 
Correction. Every Degree of Miſery requires 
A Proportion of Pity ; Fellow Creatures owe 
this to one another : Now the more any one is 
involv'd in Guilt, and under the Dominion 
ol Sin, his Miſery increaſeth, To help ſuch 
out of their Bondage, is to be done as an Act 
of Mercy, and Love, Compaſſion and _— 
ty, not of Revenge, or Pride, or Wrath, o 
| Vain-Glory, Sinners, when under the ver 
of Temptation, are like Sheep gong aſtray ; 
: andas the Lord Jeſus came to ſeek and to 
dave that which was loſt, let us imitate and 
d. follow his Example, who thewed the juſteſt 
» 4 Concern 
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Concern for the Glory of his Father, and yet 
1 tender Compaſſion, to wandring Of. 


— * 


ated with Uncharitableneſs, and quickly | 
upbraided him with his Folly, in ſpending his 


Patrimony on Harlots ; but our Saviour, the | 


good Shepherd, when he found what was gone | 
_ brought it home with all Tenderneſs 
and JOY. KY | [1541 J 
Ihat Law is very ſtrong, Exod. 23. 4. If | 
thau meet thine Enemies Ox or his Aſs going - 
ſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring it. back to him again; 
much more our Friends, or Neighbours Soul, 
the beſt of a Man, as he is the Servant and 
Subject of our God. — | 
By that great Rule of Charity, we muſt do 


1 nell: ters 2019 | 
* . 5 5 a f | 
The Prodigal's elder Brother fpake..;and | 


good to all, and reduce as many as we. can 
from the Error of their Way, that they may 
be faved. Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in 
' thine Heart; thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 
 Netghbouy, and nat ſuffer Sin pon him, Lev. 19. 
17. And in this we muſt be diligent, as it is 
the beſt and moſt laſting Service. 
Oi. It has been pretended, that this, is a 
Perſecution, G c. To which: the Anſyer is 
xeady : If Men ſin againſt the Laws of God, 
in the Book of Nature, when they are pu- 
nithed for theſe Offences, it is neither leſs or 
more, than what: their Canſatence; knows: is 
due. I have one of the Roman [Judges oa my 
. tide; before hom the like Saut came; A. 
18 13, 14, 1, The. Jews. had; acruſed Paul, 
_ ſaying, | 


Ad > 
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ret ¶ ſaying, this Fellow perſwadeth Nen to wor- 
If | ſhip God, contrary to the Lam. Gallio faid 
to the Jews, If it were a Matter of Wrong, or 
nd |} wicked Lewdneſs, Reaſon would that I ſhould bear 
Ady with you ; but if it be 4 Queſtion of Words and 
his Names, and of (the Ceremonies of) your Law, 
look ye to it; for I will be no Judge of ſuch 
| Matters, I wiſh all Governors were of his 
eſs Mind in that. To puniſh Men for wicked 
Lewdneſs, is according to Reaſon ; the Light 
P i; | of Nature teaches it: For the Wrath of God is 
revealed from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs 
i; | and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, Rom. f. 18. Be- 
ul, | cauſe that when they knew God they glorified him 
nd not as God; being filled with all Unrighteouſ- 

| neſs, Fornication, Wickedneſs, e Maliciouſneſs, 
do | Envy, Murder, &c. Ver. 21, 29. who knowing 
can | the Judgment of God, (that they who commit ſuch 
ay things are worthy of Death) not only do the ſame, 
in but have Pleaſure in them that do them, Ver. 
thy 32. That Magiſtrate acted like one who 
19. knew his Office, and the Extent of his Pow- 
is er; for on the one ſide, he aſſerts a Right and 
an Obligation to puniſh wicked Lewdneſs, 
5 a that ſo he might be a Terror to Evil Doers, and 
is put Wickedneſs far away : On the other hand, 
od, as he had no Commiſſion to judge of the 
pu- Rites and Ceremonies of the Fews ; neither 
jor was he fo fooliſh as to interpoſe his Authcri- 
is ty in a Caſe of that Nature; where meer Bi- 
my | gotry, and falſe Zeal, inſpir'd the Proſecu- 


F. But 
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But Perſecution for Goodneſs and Con- 
ſcience will ruin at laſt any Church or Party 


Zech. I. 15, 16, 17. And I am wery ſore 


diſpleaſed with the Heathen that are at Eaſe : 
Eor was but a little diſpleaſed, and they helped 


forward the Afflict ion. Therefore thus ſaith the 


Lond, I am returned to erufalem with Mercies: 
ey Houſe ſhall be built in it, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts, und a Line ſhall be ſtretched forth upon 
Jeruſalem. Cry yer, ſaying, Thus faith the 
Lord of Hoſts, «My Cities through Proſperity 


ſhall yet be ſpread abroad, and the Lord ſhall yet 


comfort Zion, and ſhall yet chooſe jeruſalem. 


Jer. 25. 29. For le I begin to bring Evil en | 
the City which is called by my 
ye be utterly unpunifhed ? ye ſhall not be unpu- | 


10d. 


Mat. 23. 13. Wo unte you, Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, Hpypocrites; for ye ſhut up the Kingdom | 
of God atain#t Men; for ye neither go in your | 
- ſelves, nor ſuffer them that are entring to go in. 


3. With a te e and well governed 


ent and the Accep- 
tableneſs of it. To ſhew a blazing Zeal a- 


| bout a ſmall thing, argues either Weakneſs of 
Judgment, or want of right Principles; or Ig- 
norance in thoſe Principles; and at beſt, that 


a Man ftudies rather to pleaſe himſelf, than 
to do good to the World ; or to ſerve a Party? 


than promote the great Things of Chriſt's 


King- 


ame, and ſhould 


D 


Teal; neither furious nor indifferent. This is 
al great Importance, and has an extenſive In- | 
fluence upon the Managem 
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n- Kingdom. This was plainly the Caſe of the 
angry Fews, and the blinded Gentiles, in all 
their Oppoſitions to Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 
Their Fervours were ſpent upon Ceremonies 
and Rituals, while the great Things of the 
aw, juſtioe, Righteouſneſs, and Faith, were 
the | miſerably forgot and flighted. 
7 And for the poor Heathens, they had great 
Impatience and Reſentment, when their Dia- 
097 || 2a was in Danger of a Diſgrace. 
be Alas! how are theſe things every Day act- 
#y ing over in our Sight! Scarce one condemn'd 
yer || Inſtance of exceſſive Zeal, mentioned in the 

holy Bible, is to be found, but its Parallel 
may be ſeen or heard in thele Days. 
14 If Paul, before his Converſion, perſecuted 


the Church of Chriſt, it was out of a blind 


Zeal, and obſtmate Adherence to the Bigot- 
4 * try of his Education, the Traditions of his 


„ Fathers; and what he fuck d in at Gamalie!'s As 22. 


Feet, made him violent, forward, and inju- Gal 1. 14. 


rious. 

And you'll find, where there is moſt In- 
fidelity, leaſt Knowledge, and the worſt Lives, 
there outragious Zeal is intolerable. Act., 
17. 5. The Jews which believed not, moved with 
Envy, took unto them certain lewd Fellows of the 
baſer fort, and gather'd a Company, and ſet all 
the City on an Uproar, and aſſaulted the Houſe of 
Jaſon, Let this be at the Door of others, 
it never yet was your Way; no, you have 
not ſo learned Chriſt, 


E 2 | But, 


Formation Sermon. 


But, when clear Duty comes to be in the 
Way, and the ſubſtantial Parts of Goodneſs 
to be aſſerted, our Danger lies on the other 
fide, We muſt then be afraid of cowardly In- 


A +» Ak wa 


difference, and a languiſhing Zeal. We muſt | 


not only contend earneſtly for the Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints, but with all our Intereſt, 
Ability and Care, plead the Cauſe of Sobrie- 
ty, Virtue, and Practical Holineſs, againſt all 
the criminal Outrages of Gainſayers. 

To connive at the Sins of thoſe whom we 


have Opportunity to reform, will be conſtru- | 


ed next to a running into the ſame Exceſs of 


Riot with them: at beſt *tis a miſerable Ten- 


derneſs, where there is the greateſt Danger : 
As if a Phyſician, to ſpare his Patient the 


Trouble of an Emetick, or opening a Vein, 


| ould let him die in a Fever, ITis geod to be 
zealouſly affefted to a good Man, and in 4 good 
thing, Gal, 4, 18. Give a fair Example in 
your own Life; not only in the Negative, as 


not to wrong others, or be free of what we 


blame in others; but in the Affirmative, do- 
ing all the Good we can, in our civil and reli- 
gious Capacity, thereby ſhaming and ſilencing 


wicked Men. 1 Pet. 2. 15. For ſo is the Mill 
of God, that with well- doing ye may put to ſilence 

1 er. II, 12, 
16. Dearly beloved, I beſeech you, as Stran- | 
gers and Pilgrims, abſtain from fleſhly Luſts, it 
-phich war yy the Soul; having your Conver- | 


the Ignorance of fooliſh Men : An 


fation honeſt aniong the Gentiles ,, that where 
they ſpeak againſt you as evil Doers, they may 


your. | 


de nr, o ey 


| 3 
a4 AY 0 _ Kt&©9_ KK e , . „. . . FA as +. oo. 


17 $ DP 


* 


Reformation Sermon, 


the your good Works, which they ſhall behold, glorify 
1els | God in the Day of Viſitation, As free, and not 
her uſing your Liberty for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, 
In- but as the Servants of God. 
uſt} We have heard of Chriſtians being proſecu- 
de- ted for their Faith, as believing otherwiſe 
eſt, | than the Prince; and for their Worſhip, when 
rie- they have difſented from the Religion of the 
all State: But though they may have been hated, 
yet never were they perſecuted under Colour 
we of a Law, for Sobriety, Temperance, x Meekneſs, 
ru- Patience, Humility, &c. No, the worſt Go- 
of || yernment that ever was, never ſo far denied the 
en- Law of Nature, as to make Edicts againſt 
er: theſe, See a Liſt of the Fruits of the holy Spi- 
the Jrit, Gal. 5. 22, 23. But for thoſè mention'd 
ein, in Ver. 19, 20, 21. as Works of the Fleſh, 
be | they are ſo much againſt Reaſon and Religion, 
ood \ that no Man is to be endured in them ; for they 
that do ſuch things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
as f God, Example is one Inſtrument of the 
we Divine Government, by the Force of which 
do- many are greatly improved ; And as an evil 
elt- Pattern does the greateſt Prejudice to the Pow- 
ing er and Practice of Religion, and promotes all 
Vill the Lewdneſs, Immorality and Exceſs, which 
nce Jabounds in theſe-Days ; So every Friend to 
12, Virtue, who deſires indeed Reformation of the 
an- World, muſt do his Part, and ſet before o- 
ſts, Fthers a Copy which they may both ſee and 
er- ſadmire. Happy Day ! when Men are of that 
£45 Mind, 1 Cor. 10. 32, 33. to give none Offence, 
either to the Jew or Gentile, nor to the Church 


of 


—— 


4 


the Profit of many, that rhey may be ſaved. 
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. ˙ their won Profit, bus 


5. Take heed of ſpiritual and ſecret Sins, 
left they endanger your own Souls, while you 
are charitably ſerving and ſeeking the Wel- 
fare of others, An Argument that may be 
retorted , tho? it perhaps may conclude juſt- 
ly as it was at firſt defign'd, yet will not have 
that Power it ought over the Judgment and 
Reaſon of the other Perſon. Luke 6. 41, 42. 
And why beholdeſt thou the Mote that is in thy 
Brother's Eye, but perceiveſt not the Beam that: 
75 in thine own Eye? Either how canſt thou ſayli | 
to thy Brother, Brother, Let me pull out the 1 
More that is in thine Eye, when thou thy ſelf be- 
boldeft not the Beam that is in thine own Eye ? 


Thou Hypocrite, Caſt out firft the Beam out of: 


2 Cor. 1. 


12. 


thine own Eye, and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to] | 
pull out the Mote that is in thy Brother's Eye. © 
Let us take away all Occaſion of Cenſure 1 
and Excuſe in this reſpect; and by a diligent} C 
Watch over our own Spirit and Temper, thatyj { 
we may have the Teſtimony of Conſcience} 
and of God, the only Ruler and Lord of it; 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity we have had 
our Converſation in the World, and eſpecially to- 
wards thoſe who are apt to gainſay. If we prove 
no more than ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling 
Cymbal, whatever Good we may do to others, 
where's our Comfort? to be meer Caft-aways 
How ſhall Reformation proſper, if every Man 
does not begin at home? Hb can we expect 
Men of looſe Practices, and no Conſcience, to 
| re- 
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reſorm, if thoſe who are in the main ſober and 
well inc lind, do not amend themſelves? 
If we ſin in our Way, tho* not in that groſs 
Manner as others, can we expect God ſhould 
ſpare us in the Day of Viſitation? . 
Jer. 5. 1. Run ye to and fro through the Streets | 

of Jeruſalem, and ſee now, and know, and ſeek 
in the broad Places thereof, if ye can find a Mar, 
if there be any that exeeuterh Fudgment, that 
¶Veeteth the Truth, and I wilt pardon it. F 
Ezek. 22. 30, 31. And I fought for a Man a= 
mong them that ſhould make up the Hedge, and 
| ſtand in the Gap before me for the Land that I 

| ſhould not deſtroy it: but I found none, There- 

fre have I — out mine Indignation upon them, 
I have conſumed them with the Fire of my Wrath: 

| their own Way have I recompenſed upon their 

| Heads, ſaith the Lord God. 

6. Engage the Divine Blefling by fervent 
| Prayer, The Heart of Man is the Province of 
God, to guide, convince, and turn as heplea- 
ſes. Since Reformation is your Aim, cry to 
| God for his powerful Help, the mighty, 


it Heart- changing Spirit and Grace of God. If 


we are to pray for all that are in Authority, 1 Tim. 2. 
¶ that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life, ir all 1 


vel Godlineſi and Honeſty ; ſhall we not be as juſtly 


led to pray, that God would profper — bleſs: 
all ſubordinate Agents for the like Ends? For 
1 Proſecution of good Laws is as needful to 
preſerve Society, to ſupport Religion, and all 
good Men, in the Practice of Holinefs, as the 
making of ſuch Statutes ; And if Prophane- 


neſs 
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neſs be not curb'd, and kept out of Counte- 
nance, but walk openly without Controul, 
how ean every one ſit under his own Vine, and 
under his own Fig- tree, and that there ſhall 
be none to make us afraid? No: Society 
muſt diſſolve and break in Pieces; and Men, 
like the Fiſhes of the Sea, will deyour one a- 
nother, | | | 

So that all Perſons concern'd for the com- 
mon Good, need and deſerve the Prayers of o- 
thers, and ſhould not be remiſs, in addreſſing 
their own, for Direction, Aſſiſtance and Suc- | 
ceſs. 3 | 
And was there ever greater Need of Pray- 
er than at this Time, when the whole Refor- 
med Intereſt is in ſo great Danger ? 

The Proteſtant Cauſe is what God has 
own'd and recovered, tho? it has oft been in 
Danger, The glorious Work of Reformation, 
had it been carried on with equal Vigour and 
Zeal as other things, might have this Day 
been as much the Glory of this Land as the 
contrary is our Diſgrace. Yet ſtill it is the 
Cauſe of God, and what he reſcued when moſt 
threatned and diſtreſs'd : e.g. 88. 

When the Emperor Charles V. had the Ele- 
Cor of Saxony, and the Landgrave of Heſſe, 
the two great Supports of that good Intereſt, 
in his Power; and Magdeburg in greateſt Ex- 
tremity, the Edict of Paſſaw was granted, by 


- 
——_ 


Virtue of which the Reformation has been 


kept alive ever ſince. 


The 


apainſt 


\ The State of Affairs in the Reigus of E. G. 
and Bloody Adfary, with what follow d in ſuc« 
ceeding Times, you know, $ 

When the King of Spain had formed a De. 
ſign towaſte and deſtroy this Land, and ſup- 
preſs the Northern Hereſy, God, by a won» 
derful Hand broke the Invincible Armado. 
And fo, when others more lately had their 
Hopes and Views, we had our God, as a 
Guard and Bulwark to defend us, Tho” po- 
pery has been twice, at leaſt, on the Throne, 
fince the Beginning of the Reformation, in 
this Kingdom; and we are not without Fear 
of another Attempt ; yet let us not forget the 
Wonders we have heard our Fathers tell, and 
our Eyes have ſeen : and by all, more firmly 
truſt and rely upon him who has been our 
Defence, and hitherto has helped us. 

l hope there is a Spirit of Prayer yet among 

us : While that keeps alive, Religion cannot 

die, nor will God retire from us. 


Let us all take ſpecial Care of our own Fa- 


milies, that none of ours join in the Rebe lion 
God. Children muſt be kept and 
trained up for Chriſt, and Servants inſtructed 
and reſtrained, corretted or encouraged, as the 
Caſe requires. . 

Holineſs advances all Societies where it 18 
maintained; and for that Reaſon, is to be im- 
planted and improved there. ; 

How ſhall the greater Combinations of Men 
be reform'd and prove good, if the lefſer be 


not ? 5 Ie 


©: 


— ˙ 2 * 1 
ry , : 4 — * — . » 
- — — — — — 
— 


— — —— —ͤ— — . 
- " 5 * 1 2 "I" - = A GG, = 7, = 2 * 4 
8 - _— — —— JD * >; = > = . 4,4 — > — 


34 


leſs the Diſtemper ſtay'd in Families, 5. e. 


the firſt publick Profeſſion of it, was in thoſe 


. eA Reformation Sernion. 
It was an old Maxim, and I think a very 
true one, that Religion could never die, un- 


while there is a Bible in the World, and a Fa- 
mily that lives up to it, there willi be Chriſti- 
anity ; and all. the Violence of wicked Men 
ean never extirpate it. 

To ſpeak Truth, Religion had its firſt Riſe 
in the Families of good Men : I mean, that 


Houſes, where the Head and Governor devo- 
ted himſelf to God; and in Conſequence of 
that, commanded- his Children and Houſhold | 


— 


after him; Gen. 18. 19. 1 know him, that he 


will command his Children, and his Houſhold 44. 


ter him, &c. And if People would ſeriouſly 


conſider this, it would be plain to them, and 
of great Uſe to the World: For as every 
Creature owes its Homage to God, ſo every 
Community does the like. Now, to look for 4 
the Bleſſings of God, without ſlibmitting to 
the Laws of his Kingdom, is unreaſonable and 
abſurd, | wn 281“. 

If I might prevail with Parents and Maſters, J 
IT would beg of them, for their own ſake, 
and for the publick Good, that the prevailing 
Vanity of our Times might be, at leaſt, in 


ſome meaſure, reſtrained, leſt by exceſſive 


Indulgence in what ſeems faſhionable, and 
therefore pleaſant, the chief Deſign of Chri- 


ſtianity and parental Education, be loſt. | 


S8. Let God be magnified, that you are, by 
Free Grace, preſerved from the groſſeſt A- 
| E bomi- 
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bominations: Why might not you have been 
as corrupt and vile, profligate and outragious, 
as any others? All Men are, by Nature, in- 
clined to what is Evil; and every 
Conſtitution and Make, is more addicted to 
one Sin than another, which may be called his 
Imquity, Pſal. 18. 23. or the Sin that doth 
moſt eaſily beſet him, Heb. 12. 1. 
While too many live, as if they were Beaſts, 
without Reaſon or legal Reſtraints; diveſting 
themſelves of Modeſty or Shame: too many 


live only to pleaſe themſelves, and feed their 


old Luſts, and grudge if they be not ſatisfied. Vice 
| be | and Falſhood mingled together, and - grown 
af- 4 ftrong with Practice and Succeſs : while we 
ully J abound with Men of the worſt Genius, the 


worſt Principles, and the blackeſt Character; 
we have others, of whom God will ſay; Ihave 


particular - 


ery *. ſeen them righteous before me in this Generation, 
for Gen. 7.1. Their Righteous Souls are grieved 
to with the filthy C e of the Wicked, 2 Pet. 

and 2. 7. They have been very jealous for the Lord 
of Hoſts, &c. 1 Kings 19. 10. Their Brethren 

ers, have made the Heart of the People to melt, but 
ke, ¶ theſe have wholly followed the Lord, Joſh. 14. 8. 
ing To have Men of a better Spirit, and to be 
in of their Complexion and Number, is a great 
iveJ Mercy, and ſhould yield us Comfort in all 
and our Troubles, And, bleſſed be God, that a 
hri- Number of Proteſtants, i. e. true Chriſtians, 
of the ſeveral Denominations, can diveſt them- 

by ſelves of Party-Principles, to ſerve the great 

A-J and eternal Intereſts of Jeſus Chriſt ; and can 

mi- | F 2 unite 
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inc lind to ſuch a good Work, has the greateft 
Grace of God, who counted him faithful, put- 


1 Reformation Sermon. 
unite in a zealous, wiſe, prudent, and law- 
ful way, to reſiſt the Fuher of Antichrift, the 
Devil and his Works, aud ſhow, out of a good 
Converſation, their Works with Meekneſs of Wiſ- 


dam, Jam. 3.13 

Notwithſtanding all the Provocations that 
have been given, by. the Ravings of a deli- 
rious and beſotted Party; or the Clamours and 
Reſiſtance of abandon'd Profligates : ſtill 
we have thoſe who dare be good themſelves, 
2 endeavour to make their fellow Creatures 

00. 

As all the Lovers of Honeſty and Chriſtian 
Vertues, with Proſperity to theſe Endea- 
vours: So every. one, who. is fur niſt'd, and 


w4 Pa A How am Hake 


Reaſon to bleſs God. St. Paul magnified the | 
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ting him into the Miniſtry. And what was 
that, but the ſame with your avowed Inten- 
tion, of calling Sinners to God, and ſpreading 
the greateſt and beſt Reformation? | 

. Fanally, Fake Courage, and be of good. | 
Comfort, whether your Succeſs be anſwera- 
ble to your Hopes and Endeavours or no. Gd 

has his own Time for his own. Work: And | 
tho? Religion may be diſcouraged, and perhaps 
rſecuted, it cannot die. There will be a 
Jaſon for God to aſſert the Glory of his 
Kingdom, and the Righteouſneſs of his Provi- 
dence. Great Things, againſt general. and. 
inhred Oppoſition, cannot be ſuddenly, done; 
nor may we reaſonably expect it; and Em 
| E- ore 
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w-' fore it ſeems unjuſt to be diſcouraged and 
give over, becauſe Things and Perſons at 
2 What would have become 
of the Reformation in G ermam, in E 
&c. nay the Goſpel it ſelf; if — 
ments had prevail'd ? | Ne 
eli - You bear your Teſtimony with God, and 
and || againſt his rebellious Creatures, tis well done; 
till hold out ſtill, continue to purſue Deſigns of ſuch 
„es, || a generous Nature, and your Lord will help 
res || you, For the righteous Lord loueth Righteouſ- 
eg, his Countenance doth bebold the Dprigbt. pfal. 11. 
What was the very firſt Deſign of your Inſti- 7. 
tution, and what has been the ſubſequent. 
Practice of theſe worthy Societies? To re- 
claim fuch as are led into evil Pracłices, and 
prevent the Progreſs of that which is the Di- 
ſeaſe and Diſgrace of human Nature, and the 
Ruin of poor Souls? To turn the Diſobedient 
to the Wiſdom of the Juſt. 
ng Thus to do, is not only a great Charity to 
Souls, but an Imitation of God's higheſt Ex- 
od. | cellencies, a promoting the Glory of his 
ra- Name, and defeating the vile and rebellious 
od Devices of the Devil. 
nd And, ſuppoſing yet the worſt, that your 
ps. Continuance in well-doing ſhould bring you 
a into Sufferings, tho it ſhould come to that 
is I paſs, Pſal. I I. 2, 3. The Wicked bend their 
i- Bom, and make ready — _ upon no String, 
ad. that they may priuily ſhoot at the Upright in Heart. 
— And — hp; Sarge be deſtroyed, and the 
e- Righteous know not what to da; yet read on, and 


remember 
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remember what is ſaid; 2. 4, Cc. The Lord is 
in hit holy Temple, the Lord's Throne is in Hea- 
wen his Eyes behold, his Eye-lids try the Chil- 
dren of Men. The Lord trieth the Righteous : 
but the Wicked, and him that loveth Violence, 
his Soul hat eth. Upon the Wicked he ſhall rain 
Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, and an horrible 
Tempeſt : this ſhall be the Portion of their Cup. — 
If you are called to ſuffer, according to the Will 
of God, commit the keeping of your Souls to him 
in well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator, His 
Care and Love, his Power and Providence, 


will ſuſtain or deliver, or finally reward and 


crown your Fidelity and Perſeverance. 

Hold faſt then the Profeſſion of your Faith with- 
out Wavering, and the Purſuit of your juſt, rea- 
ſonable, and pious Deſign, without Wearineſs 


or Fainting; becauſe faithful is he that hath pro- 


miſed. And let us conſider one another, to pro- 
woke unto Love, and to good Works, 
Here would be a fit Opportunity of Speak- 
ing to thoſe who are in à bad Courſe, to per- 
ſwade them not to go any further in that Way; 
for all thatis encouraging to good Men, cer- 
tainly miniſters nothing but Wrath and Ter- 
ror to you, This not only holds true by the 
Regula Contrariorum, but from the Enumerati- 
on of all thoſe Arguments we have heard, e. g. 
A wicked Man is a Servant of Sin, his own, 
and the World's Enemy : He is acting againſt 
the Prayers, the Vows, and Hopes of all re- 
ligious and good Men; he is acting againſt 
that which God has own'd and honour'd; _ 
that 
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that for a Cauſe, and in a Way, which there 

is no Reaſon for, and which the Intereſt of 
Mankind is concern d to prevent and oppoſe, 
Theſe People are acting in Defiance of the 
Lord that bought them, and contradicting all 
the holy and wiſe. Ends of Providence. 
And ſhall theſe Peop 


* 
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ſtill on, in froward and crooked Ways; or 


regarded when they cry out or complain ? 

- Let it ſuffice to ook — theſe Pheticalars ; 
only it is to be remember'd, that Evil-doers 
are their own greateſt. Enemies, as well as 
the worſt Subjects of the State. I cannot 
ſay, the worſt of the Church, becauſe what- 
ever. Pretences they make to any Commu- 
nion, they really are not of Chriſt's Church; 
nor does the rine of any, that I know, al- 
low of Prophanity and Vicſme. 
Thoſe who take Shelter in Defence of 
Impiety, under one or any Denomination, _ 
let them be dealt with according to their 
Offence :. and ſpare none, either becauſe 
they adhere to this or that Canton, take 
up this or the other Name, whether civil, 
religionary, or of Politicks. Tis not a 
Party, or a Faction, but Holineſs of Life, 
Regularity of Manners, and - the common 
Benefit of Chriſtianity, that you deſign. 

A Deſign which God has own'd, and will 
honour, and which no good Man ever need 
be aſhamed of. 12 | 

Therefore you, my Brethren, be not weary in 
well. taing ; for in due time ye ſhall reap, sf ye 


faint not. | 
o £1 M42 
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